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NOTES AND NEWS 

Dr Keane's " Ethnology."— Editor American Anthropologist: In 
the May number of the Anthropologist Mr Keane demands that 
I withdraw the statement, made in my review of his Ethnology, 
that that work "pursues the same plan, treating the-same-sub- 
jects in nearly the same order," as my Races and Peoples, pub- 
lished in 1890. 

Instead of withdrawing this statement, I shall substantiate it. 

My Races and Peoples begins with two lectures — the first on 
the physical traits of man, the second on his mental traits. 
Keane's Ethnology, after a brief preliminary on definitions, be- 
gins with two chapters — the first on the physical traits of man, 
the second on his mental traits. The third lecture in my book 
takes up the following subjects in the order given : Unity of Man, 
Antiquity of Man, Man in Glacial and Preglacial Times, Vari- 
eties of Man, their Development and Classification. In Mr 
Keane's book these subjects are treated, chapters iv-ix, in the 
following order : Antiquity of Man, Man in Glacial and Pregla- 
cial Times, Unity of Man, Varieties of Man, their Development 
and Classification. Of course, as I stated in my review, he " ex- 
pands " in various directions. In my lectures, v-ix, I treat the 
primary varieties of man as four, excluding the Malayan, or 
brown, variety as such. In his part n Mr Keane treats the pri- 
mary varieties of man as four, excluding the Malayan, or brown, 
variety as such. The four retained are the same — the white, 
black, red, and yellow varieties. 

Among the numerous works which have appeared on this sci- 
ence in the last six years, I challenge the production of any other 
than Mr Keane's which follows my scheme nearly so closely. I 
should have been gratified with this if it had been acknowledged ; 
as it is, I leave the inference to the reader. 

Mr Keane denies that he borrowed from my work the term 
" Eurafrican." I know that I coined that geographic term for 
use in my lectures in 1888. It may have been devised before, 
and, unlike Mr Keane, I shall be glad to concede priority if he 
can show it in any book antedating my own. 

D. G. Brinton. 
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Racial Degeneracy in America. — In my article entitled 
" Racial Degeneracy in America : Goitre and Dwarfing," which 
was published in the University Medical Magazine January, 1896, 
I said : 

Racial degeneracy may be defined as non-resistance to influences inim- 
ical to the existence of the race. The individual who cannot resist the 
disease-producing causes which are afloat, whether they be germs, climate, 
or whatever their nature, is physically degenerate. If the subject has 
lost all power of resisting the immoral tendencies which threaten the 
race, he is morally degenerate. A cretin is intellectuall degenerate. A 
dwarf is a degenerate because he has lost the faculty of growth. 

Goitre is a disease of racial degeneracy. It will only be found in those 
races in whom development has come to a standstill, as the mixed races 
of South and Central America, the Cagots, some inferior layers of the 
Scotch, the mixed mulatto race, and the degenerate Indians of America, 
etc. 

Leprous races are degenerate, as the Eta race of Japan, some Central 
and South American races, the low-caste Hindoos, the poorer element 
of the Norwegian people. These diseases —leprosy, goitre, dwarfing, 
cretinism— are evidences of the dying out of a race. 

Referring to these conclusions, Dr J. Goldschmidt, for twenty- 
six years superintendent of the Funchal Leper Asylum, Madeira, 
in a letter to me dated March 20, 1896, says : 

What you say about pre-Columbia syphilis and leprosy and that about 
racial degeneracy in America is of t"he highest interest and greatest im- 
portance for the history of diseases and for the theory of evolution. 

You remember what Darwin says in his " Origin of Species " about 
the degeneration of the rabbits in the island of Porto Santo, some sixty 
miles to the north from Madeira and discovered a year before the latter 
island. Soon after the discovery the ordinary rabbit was introduced into 
Porto Santo, and the still existing race is quite dwarfish compared to its 
ancestral continental prototype. . . . 

As to tuberculosis and leprosy amongst the Indian tribes of North and 
South America, are not alcoholism, syphilis, and tuberculosis the causes 
of the rapid disappearance of the aborigines in North America ? Has 
leprosy any importance in this question of extinction ? On the other 
hand, are the cases of leprosy amongst the southern Indians not over- 
whelmingly more numerous than those amongst the northern ? This 
question has a great importance to me, especially as regards the natural 
disappearance of epidemics. 

Albert S. Ashmead, M. D. 



